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Siskinites Unite! 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Important School Wide Announcements and Dates: 

Labor Day Holiday: September 5 
Back to School Night: September 7 at 6:30 

 
Room 6 Headlines 

This week was filled with discovery, collaboration, and many firsts! New friends! New 
reading partners! New table groups! New books and materials! New routines! Siskinites 
warmed-up their brains with their first math, reading, science, and social studies lessons. 
Students wrote their “Hopes and Dreams” for the year in clouds, and created a Classroom 
Constitution to insure that they will  have a safe and fun learning environment where 
their “Hopes and Dreams” can be achieved! 
 
Before drafting their Classroom Constitution, Siskinite’s had their first social studies 
lesson in Government. I introduced them to Colonial America, and the establishment of 
the three branches of government, and Constitution of the United States. Siskinite used 
the Constitution of the United States, the supreme law of the United States of America 
written in 1787, as a mentor text (a model) when drafting their own Classroom 
Constitution. 
 
Siskinites wrote and signed their Clas 
sroom Constitution on September 1, 2017, two-hundred years ago.  

 

 
Writing Our Dreams in the Clouds! 

 
 
 
 
 



Field trips and special school and classroom events 
Field Trips 

September Time Location Transportation Content 

 Friday    9/16/16 10:00-1:20 Schoonmaker 
Beach  

Walking Students 
describe local 
and CA physical 
and human 
geography. 
Students will 
use maps, 
tables, graphs, 
photographs, 
and charts to 
organize 
information 
about people, 
places, and 
environments 
in a spatial 
context. 
 

Tuesday 
9/20/16 

8:45-1:00 Ring Mountain 
Corte Madera 

Carpool Local and CA 
human and 
physical 
geography.  
Students will 
discuss the 
ways in which 
physical 
geography, 
including 
climate, 
influenced how 
the local and CA 
Indian nations 
adapted to their 
natural 
environment 
(e.g., how they 
obtained food, 
clothing, tools). 

 
 

 



Homework Assignments 

• Homework is assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
responses to Scholastic News activities 
• Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  
•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity and 
completeness work.  

 
Mandatory Homework Assignments 

Family Project:  
Write a letter to Ms.. Siskin  

Reading log and discussion questions:  Read 30 minites nightly and choose three 
discussion questions to answer.  

Cursive:  

Scholastic News:    Read and complete attached activities! Be ready to vote on Friday! 

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW:  

 
Optional Assignments 

Spelling:  Spelling  BEE words: prefixes  
Spelling City  
https://www.spellingcity.com/ 

Math: Prodigy 
https://prodigygame.com/P lay/ 
XtraMath 
https://xtramath.org 
Khan Academy  
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
TERC Investigation  

 

Reading K-3rd grade:  
 
 

Bookflix 
http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 

Reading 3rd-8th grade:  
 
 

Trueflix 
http://trueflix.scholastic.com  
Password: wcacademy 

https://prodigygame.com/Play/
https://prodigygame.com/Play/
https://xtramath.org/


Username: wcacademy 

Keyboard skills:  
 

Dance Mat Typing  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 

 
 

MATH WORKSHOP 
What are students doing and learning? 

Students have been enjoying math workshop this week! Students dove into a “Week of 
Inspirational Math.” the latest initiative from YouCubed at Stanford.  
The program is based on the latest research and new brain science about how people learn 
best!!  
 
This week my goal was to get kids immediately immersed in math in a positive way, and 
set the right tone for the rest of the year.  The lessons addressed the five key areas of math: 
geometry, algebra, numbers, patterns and connections. The problems are so-called “low 
floor, high ceiling” tasks that are accessible to all students but can be solved in different 
ways to challenge those just being introduced to the topics as well as high achievers. They 
also emphasize different messages: Mistakes help you grow, for example, and it’s not how 
fast you complete a task that’s important but how deeply you understand it. 

 
WRITER’S WORKSHOP 

What are students doing and learning? 

• Prewriting activity for Bayside School Pen Pal Project 
• Previewed the exciting world of the  Chicken Scratch Literacy Project, a writing project 
that uses anthropomorphism and dialogue strategies to write letters, journal entries, and 
narratives through the voices of our favorite hens.  Student work will be featured weekly 
in Barbara's "Beyond Wonderful" Kids Garden website and the new CHICKEN SCRATCH 
SITE! http://beyondwonderfulkidscook.com/garden-journal/ 

 
READER’S WORKSHOP 

What are students doing and learning: 

•Novel study: •  EL Deafo  
•Graphic Novel reading strategies 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
http://beyondwonderfulkidscook.com/garden-journal/


SCIENCE 
What are students doing and learning? 

•Animal Explorations 
• Human Brain and learning 

 
                            FARM TO TABLE WITH BARBARA 

 
  Working together builds community! 

 

 
 

The Garden is a Magical Jungle! 
The kids returned to Sunflower Sentry Garden last week and couldn’t believe how 
everything in the garden had grown. The fourth-graders remembered how it looked when 
the rats ate everything they planted. This summer, we got a delightful exterminator who 
has taken out 12 rats. Magically, all of our plants are growing and producing lots of 
tomatoes, zucchinis, cucumbers, greens and herbs. 
 
As the kids ran through the garden one often heard, “they’re HUGE!!!” Of course, they 
were referring to the four chicks: Rocket, Rosie, Starlight and Roo who were tiny boo-boos 
when the kids left for summer break. Today, they are rowdy teenagers learning to live 
with our four older hens. 
 
Pesto Harvest and Cooking Sessions 
Early last Friday morning, the farmers came to the garden to harvest baskets of fragrant 
basil. When they returned to class, Barbara Adams showed them how to wash and dry the 
leaves and prepare ingredients for a French pistou sauce. Much like Italian pesto, this 



sauce uses freshly squeezed lemon juice rather than pine nuts. Within the hour, the kids 
had a huge bowl of the delicious sauce that they slathered onto slices of baguette. 
 
Today, they made pistou-pasta from their leftover sauce for snack. Delicious! 

 

 
Our favorite feathered friends! 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

•Building a superhero classroom community! 

 
 LIFE SKILL TOOL OF THE MONTH  

 
What are students doing and learning?  CARES Tool of  Assertion  

•Siskintes are doing a great job asking for what they need from old friends and new! 

 
SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE WEEK 

What will students be doing and learning? 

Math: Inspiration Math and Math Inventory 

Writing; Building fluency and stamina through quick writes; writing assessment; Words 
Their Way  Spelling Inventory 

Reading:  EL Deafo; Island of the Blue Dolphins 

Social studies:  Human and physical geography 

Science:  Human Brain and Learning 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


